
Friday 12th May.                                                                7.30pm 
Folktales from Europe.             David Dale & Dominic Kelly 

 the HERON theatre 

 
  

 

    SPRING 2023 

                         
 

 
        

 
 

 
 

       

A storytelling extravaganza of European folk tales. Actor and 
storyteller David Dale tells tales from his Austro-Hungarian 
background with a distinct flavour of Spring, bringing his love 
of performance and of folktales. He shares the stage with 
storyteller Dominic Kelly, who captivates audiences across 
15 countries and 3 continents. He lives in the Lake District 
and Stockholm and his stories reflect Swedish Folk Legends.  

 We occupy a Grade II listed building, formerly a village grammar 
school, on the A6 at Beetham where, with funding from various 

sources, we have developed a compact 80 seat auditorium, with 
comfortable raked seating, exhibition area, a small bar & floodlit 

car park. The Theatre has a membership scheme with the benefit 
of discounted admission, newsletters and the opportunity to 

become involved via the volunteer team. Details at the Box Office 
or through the website. 

 

Annual Subscriptions – Individual £10; Family Membership £15 
The Theatre is available for hire, for performance, 
meetings, lectures and other appropriate events. 

Email: hirings@theherontheatre.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
the HERON theatre offers a wide programme of Drama, Music, 
Film and Art and is a registered charity run entirely by volunteers. It is 
only with this voluntary help that we can offer such a diverse selection 
of events each month. New volunteers are always welcome; roles vary 
from house management, coffee and bar staffing, event booking and 
co-ordination, to publicity and technical assistance. If you are 
interested please talk with the House Manager at any event or e-mail 
info@theherontheatre.com for an informal chat. 

 
 

 

Tuesday 16th May                                                   2.00pm 
Vermeer: The Blockbuster Exhibition     Exhibition on Screen 

  

 

 This film is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to view the 2023 
Rijksmuseum exhibition, accompanied by director Taco 
Dibbits, curator of the show. Loans are from across the 
world of Vermeer’s famous masterpieces, including Girl with 
a Pearl Earring, The Geographer, The Milkmaid, The Little 
Street, Lady Writing a Letter with her Maid, and Woman 
Holding a Balance – this is a truly historic Vermeer 
exhibition.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

  

Friday 26th May                                                                 7.30pm 
Fagin’s Last Hour                      Brother Wolf (James Hyland) 

  
Charles Dickens' dark tale of crime and punishment is 
stunningly re-imagined by James Hyland in his award-
winning stage adaptation, recognised by the Queen for its 
part in Dickensian scholarship. Told from the point of view 
of Fagin, one hour before his execution, this unique and 
powerful one-man show offers a fresh insight into 
literature’s most controversial villain. 

 

  

Saturday 27th May                                                            7.30pm 
Jazz and Blues                             Remi Harris & Tom Moore 

  

 

Acclaimed jazz and blues guitarist Remi Harris and virtuoso 
double bassist Tom Moore present an evening of music 
ranging from the acoustic jazz of the 30s and 40s to the 
electric blues of the 60s and 70s; influenced by greats 
Django Reinhardt, Peter Green, Wes Montgomery and Jimi 
Hendrix. They play jazz and blues standards, original 
compositions, improvisations and new arrangements of 
familiar tunes. 

  

Friday 2nd June                                                                 7.30pm 
Meet local authors              Heron members free – guests £3                                                                                 
                                                                                                 

  
An opportunity to meet four local authors. They will talk about 
their books and what inspired them to write. Is writing your own 
book an easy process which comes naturally, or does it require 
training and self-discipline? Come and find out from authors 
who have had their writing published. Carnforth Bookshop will 
be supporting this event and will bring a range of books from 
other local authors.  

 

  

Saturday 10th June                                                           7.30pm 
Salsita                                                                  Latin jazz                                                 
 

  

 

This group of Lancaster and South Cumbrian musicians 
have a shared passion to emulate contemporary South 
American rhythmic styles, and adapt classic melodies 
with the addition of original material. Compositions by 
Paul Froggatt and Howard Haigh infuse the music with 
creative jazz harmonies and Spanish rhythmic guitar 
styles to create an energetic and addictive audience 
experience. 
 

  

 

the HERON theatre   
Stanley Street Beetham LA7 7AS  
Telephone: 015395 64283   
web: www.theherontheatre.com  
e-mail: info@theherontheatre.com  
Registered Charity No. 501134 
 

 

Ticket Prices                     Standard       Members 
All stage performances         £15.00       £12.00 
EXHIBITION ON SCREEN   £10.00            £8.00 
FILM AT THE HERON         £7.50              £6.00 
Under 18s at all events           £6.00 
  

Select and book your seats on-line at 
www.theherontheatre.com  

or pay on the door at each event 
 

Telephone 015395 64283  24 hour Answerphone 
E-mail: boxoffice@theherontheatre.com 

 
 
  



Thurs, Fri, Sat 12th 13th 14th January    7.30pm (and Sat 2.30pm) 
The Railway Children                    Warton Drama Group 

 Friday 3rd March                                                                 7.30pm 
WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING FILM AT THE HERON 

 Friday 31st March                                                                7.30pm 
THE QUIET GIRL                                FILM AT THE HERON 

 

The Railway Children by E. Nesbitt tells the story of three 
children who must abandon their affluent home, after their 
father is accused of being a spy. In this lively adaptation of 
an Edwardian classic, Warton Drama Group invite you to 
enter a world of strange meetings and simple acts of joy, 
kindness and courage, all performed to a soundtrack of 
glorious steam trains. Have your tissues at the ready! 

 

 

Based on a hugely successful, much-loved book the film had 
withering reviews versus audiences who loved it. A coming-
of-age story about Kya (Daisy Edgar-Jones), an abandoned 
girl in the 1950s who raised herself in the dangerous 
marshlands of North Carolina. Drawn to two young men Kya 
opens herself to a new and startling world. When one of the 
men is found dead Kya becomes the primary suspect. 
 

 

 

A beautiful and moving Irish language film based on Claire 
Keegan’s novella set in early 1980s rural Ireland. A silent, 
neglected 9-year-old Carrie (Catherine Clinch) is sent away 
from her dysfunctional family for the summer to be fostered by 
her mother’s cousin - unhappily married to a taciturn husband. 
Although she blossoms in their care, in a home where there are 
meant to be no secrets, she discovers a painful truth. 
 Friday 3rd February                                                             7.30pm         

BENEDICTION                                 FILM AT THE HERON 
 

 Sunday 5th March                                                               2.30pm 
Viva Wind Quintet Players 

 Sunday 2nd April                                                                 2.30pm 
Rosamund Brass                      Royal Northern College of Music 

An exploration of the turbulent, tragic life of WW1 poet 
Siegfried Sassoon (Jack Lowden & Peter Capaldi). A complex 
man, he survived the horrors of the trenches, decorated for his 
bravery. Later he was a vocal critic of the government’s 
continuation of the war. Adored by the aristocracy and the 
theatre he felt the pain of being a gay man in an unforgiving 
culture, on a quest for salvation through marriage and religion 

 

 Local musicians, Christine Lorriman (flute), Nigel 
Atkinson (oboe), Janet Barlow (clarinet), Keith Sagar 
(horn) and Jo Wood (bassoon) of the Viva Wind Quintet 
will be performing a feast of music traversing a variety of 
styles from classical to opera to sea shanties, with pieces 
by Handel, Beethoven, Rachmaninov, Walton, Puccini 
and their own local composer, Howard Lorriman.  

  

 Rosamund Brass was formed in September 2020 by RNCM 
students Seb Williman cornet; Adam Hofland-Ward cornet; 
Georgia Woodhead tenor horn; Alex Barron euphonium. All 
have been in the National Youth Brass Band and taken part in 
many other projects and had success in competitions. They 
aim to develop and explore repertoire for brass quartets, and 
share their passion for brass chamber music widely. 
 

 
Sunday 5th February                                                           2.30pm 
Encore Opera                                          Encore Performers 

 Friday 10th March                                                                7.30pm 
Old Herbaceous                                 Giles Shenton Productions  Saturday 15th April                                                              7.30pm 

Sugarfoot                                                                Country music 

 

Encore was formed by opera enthusiasts to bring opera 
out of theatres and into local communities. Showcasing 
both established and emerging performers in a unique 
combination of voices allows Encore Opera to produce a 
very special and unforgettable sound. The concert will 
include highlights from some of the most well-known 
operas as well as some of the most obscure. 

 

 

A humorous love story of a single-minded yet gentle man with 
a passion for plants, this acute, sometimes hilarious 
observation of relationships between the classes in a simpler 
age, blossoms into tender humour, in an understated English 
early 20th century style. Head Gardener, Herbert Pinnegar, 
invites you to a private chat from a comforting, bygone age, 
leaving you feeling that, perhaps, all’s right with the world. 

 

 

For 15 years Sugarfoot have been bringing a taste of 
Nashville to the Lake District and beyond with their rich blend 
of country covers and original music. Sugarfoot are proud to 
be part of the country music explosion that's happening in 
the UK. Cover songs include artists Dixie Chicks, The Shires, 
Eddi Reader, Kirsty MacColl, Dolly Parton, Fleetwood Mac, 
Patsy Cline, Steve Earle, and Mumford & Sons. 

 
Friday 10th February                                                           7.30pm 
Meet Tommy Atkins                                                      Peter Gill  Tuesday 14th March                                                            2.00pm 

Mary Cassatt: Painting the Modern Woman Exhibition on Screen 
 

 Friday 21st April                                                                  7.30pm 
Sense and Sensibility                               Hotbuckle Productions 

We follow reservist Tommy Atkin’s war, and his life in post war 
Britain. We learn of his experiences in the trenches - fighting 
on the Somme, at Passchendaele and Loos - of the boredom, 
loss and comradeship. Returning to Britain, he shows us how 
a generation of returning men were maltreated but also how 
ultimately his generation forced through the foundations of the 
Welfare State. From WW1 to WW2: this is Tommy’s story.  

 Mary Cassatt made a career painting the lives of the women 
around her. Often-overlooked her career was as full of 
contradiction as the women she painted. Many of her subjects 
were mothers and children yet she never married or had 
children herself. She was a classically trained artist, but she 
chose to join a group of Parisian radicals – the Impressionists 
– a movement that transformed the language of art. 
 

 

 Compelled to leave their family home and left almost destitute 
by their brother and his spiteful wife, the Dashwood sisters and 
their mother must make a new beginning before they finally find 
contentment and peace in their new lives.  With dazzling wit, 
humour and sharp characterisations, Jane Austen’s captivating 
story is brought to vivid life by members of the company from 
Hotbuckle in this new version by Adrian Preater. 

 
Saturday 18th February                                                      7.30pm 
Contemporary Jazz Trio                                                    Tribus  Friday 24th March                                                               7.30pm 

A Room of One’s Own                                Dyad Productions 
 Friday 28th April                                                                  7.30pm 

PHANTOM OF THE OPEN               FILM AT THE HERON                              
Piano recital 

 

Tribus is a dynamic contemporary jazz trio led by drummer 
Senan McCullough, with Conor Thomas electric guitar and 
Woody Hayden electric/acoustic bass. Taking inspiration 
from modern jazz artists like Tom Ollendorf, Ari Hoenig, 
and Julian Lage, their repertoire includes original jazz 
compositions and progressive takes on jazz standards 
with playful grooves, driving swing, and rich soundscapes. 

 

 

Rebecca Vaughan performs Virginia Woolf's 1928 
exploration of the impact of poverty and sexual inequality on 
intellectual freedom and creativity, in a wry, amusing, incisive 
trip through the history of literature, feminism, and gender. 
Meet Charlotte Brontë, Jane Austen, and Shakespeare's 
sister Judith! Go forward into the far-flung future of... 2028. 
Whatever you do, Keep Off The Grass...! 

 

 

This true story is about Maurice Flitcroft (Mark Rylance) one 
of life’s true eccentrics and optimists. A Barrow-in-Furness 
shipyard worker he gate-crashed the 1976 British Open Golf 
Championship claiming he was a professional when he had 
hardly ever played golf, believing that ‘Open’ should be open 
to everyone. He shot the worst round in the history of the 
Open. The golfing elite were furious, but he was quite a hero. 

Friday 24th February A Night on Planet Earth             7.30pm 
Maya Chowdhry, Sarah Hymas, Shamshad Khan & Steve Lewis 

 Saturday 25th March                                                           7.30pm 
Witty Ditties                                                         GreenMatthews  Sunday 7th May.                                                                  2.30pm 

David Battersby                                                    Piano recital 
Join us for a night of poetry and music celebrating the 
beauty, complexity and richness of our planetary home. We 
range across seas, rivers, insects, plants and glaciers 
illuminating the relationships we depend upon for survival 
and joy. Imaginary and familiar worlds are shared in eco 
acoustic and asemic songs, with poems and stories to bring 
a spirit of harmony to herald the lengthening of our days. 

 

 Chris Green and Sophie Matthews are modern-day balladeers, 
telling stories through song. GreenMatthews in the age-old 
power of narrative song, delight contemporary audiences. In 
ancient troubadour tradition, they are 21st-century wandering 
players – touring their shows through UK and Europe. Their 
music and tales are rooted in the past, but the performance is 
entirely 21st century, and accessible to modern audiences. 

  

 David Battersby, pianist, accompanist and chamber musician 
studied at the London College of Music and the Royal College 
of Music winning numerous awards. Regularly in partnership 
with violinist Julian Cann and soprano Rachel Little, he is also 
official accompanist for a number of local music festivals, music 
competitions and choirs. He will play works by Scarlatti, 
Scriabin, Ireland and Gershwin. 

  
 


